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Sunday, October 2, 2022
17th Sunday after Pentecost
Zion Lutheran Church
230 Cemetery Road
P. O. Box 4
West Jefferson, Ohio 43162
614 879-8107
Jon Meister, Presider
www.zionlutheranwj.org

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
.
A little faith goes a long way is our Lord’s point in the Gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth has miraculous
potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings received in water
and the Word (Holy Baptism), bread and wine (Holy Communion), the Word read and proclaimed in this
assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving.
Today we also remember Francis of Assisi, who died in 1226. Despite his family’s wealth, he took a vow of
poverty and established the Order of Friars Minor (Franciscans). They took literally the Words of Jesus to his
disciples that they should “take nothing on their journey and receive no payment for their work.” His task in
preaching was to “use words if necessary.” Francis had a spirit of gladness and gratitude for all of God’s
creation. This commemoration has been a traditional time to bless pets and animals, creatures Francis called
his brothers and sisters. In this spirit, we will sing hymns and offer special prayers for the Creation of God.
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

2
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able.
P
C

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen

P

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P
C

P
C

God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have failed to
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the
path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way to new life in
Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: All Creatures of Our God and King (LBW 527)
Sing only verses 1, 4, and 7
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P
C
L

C

God created us and placed us on the Earth to be stewards of all living things, therefore let us proclaim
the glory of our Creator, saying:
O God, how wonderful are the works of your hands.
Gracious God, in your love you created us in your image and made us stewards of the animals that live
in the skies, the Earth, and the sea. They share in the fortunes of human existence and have a part in
human life. God, who confers gifts on all living things, has often used the service of animals or made
them reminders of the gifts of salvation. Animals were saved from the flood and afterwards made a part
of the covenant with Noah.
Bless us in the care for our pets and animals. Help us recognize your power and wisdom in the variety
of creatures that live in our World, and hear our prayer for
all that suffer overwork, hunger, and ill-treatment. Protect your creatures, and guard them from all
evil, now and forever.
Amen.

GREETING
P
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

RESPONSIVE READING
P
C

For peace in the World, for the health of the Church, for the unity of all,
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,

P
C

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor,
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,

P
C

for peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family,
for life and for love, for work and our play,

P
C
All

for your Spirit to guide, that you center our lives in the water and the Word,
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord.

THIS IS THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
C

Let us pray.
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith,
strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and
serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1: 1-4; 2:1-4
Please be seated.
L

A reading from Habakkuk.

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to lament: How can a
good and all-powerful God see evil in the World and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers by
proclaiming that the wicked will perish, but the righteous will live by faith.
The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.
2
O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen?
Or cry to you "Violence!" and you will not save?
3
Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble?
Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise.
4
So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails.
The wicked surround the righteous — therefore judgment comes forth perverted.

1

I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart;
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint.
2
Then the LORD answered me and said:
Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it.
3
For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay.
4
Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith.
1

L
C

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 37: 1-10
Read responsively.
1

Do not fret because of the wicked; do not be envious of wrongdoers,
2for they will soon fade like the grass, and wither like the green herb.
3
Trust in the LORD, and do good; so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.
4Take delight in the LORD, who will give you the desires of your heart.
5
Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the Lord, and see what God will do.
6The Lord will make your vindication shine like the light, and the justice of your cause like
the noonday.
7
Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently; do not fret over those who prosper in their way, over those who
carry out evil devices.
8Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath. Do not fret — it leads only to evil.
9
For the wicked shall be cut off, but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land.
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SECOND READING: 2nd Timothy 1: 1-14
L

A reading from 2nd Timothy.

This message written from Paul to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of hardship
and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise that faith with
the help of the Holy Spirit.
1

Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,
To Timothy, my beloved child:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
3
I am grateful to God — whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did — when I remember you
constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy.
5
I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice
and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you
through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power
and of love and of self-discipline.
8
Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me the Lord’s prisoner, but join with me in
suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus
before the ages began, 10but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a
herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the
one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to
him. 13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.
2

L
C

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL: Luke 17: 5-10
P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 17th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties of discipleship.
He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are responses to their identity rather than
works seeking reward.

8
The Apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 6The Lord replied, "If you had faith the size of a mustard
seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.
7
Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field,
'Come here at once and take your place at the table'? 8Would you not rather say to him, 'Prepare supper for me,
put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink'? 9Do you thank the slave for
doing what was commanded? 10So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, 'We are
worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!'"
5

P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
Please be seated.
HYMN OF THE DAY: (ELW 879)
Please stand as you are able. Sing only verses 1, 2, and 5.
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APOSTLES' CREED
A
C

Join me in confessing our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and Earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into Heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the
Church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence

A
C
A
C
A
C
A
C
A
C
A
C

We pray for your Holy Church in every place and for those who serve following the example of Christ
(rostered and lay leaders may be named). Help them to live by faith and walk by the light of your
Gospel. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For parts of the World ravaged by natural disaster especially: India, Ethiopia, and many parts of the
United States relieve all of the other areas affected by floods, wildfires, droughts, earthquakes,
tornadoes, and hurricanes. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders self-discipline in all things,
and inspire them with love for your people. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been harmed and protect those who are
vulnerable. For all who are sick especially Michael, the Porters, Niki, Arlene, and others we hold in our
hearts. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and inspire councils,
committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all may know your love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who have died. Bring us all to eternal
life with you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

P
C

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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SHALOM
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY PRAYER
P
C

Let us pray.
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts
a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table
for all.
Amen.

BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
P
C

We adore You, O Lord Jesus Christ, in this Church and all the Churches of the World, and we bless
You, because, by Your Holy Cross You have redeemed the World.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
(Preface is in the pocket of the Pastor’s binder.)
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a World in which all might be
satisfied by your abundance. You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed
your people Israel with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become
food for the World.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his coming again
to share with us the everlasting feast. By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen
us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. Through
him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now
and forever.
Amen
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LORD'S PRAYER
P
C

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, as we pray the prayer you taught us:
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on
Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.

COMMUNION will be done individually at your seats.
Please be seated.
P

The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.

COMMUNION HYMN
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING
Please stand as you are able.
P
C

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P
C

Let us pray.
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the
journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
Unison

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith; Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light; And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek To be consoled as to console;
To be understood, as to understand; To be loved, as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive, It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: All Things Bright and Beautiful (WOV 767)
Sing only verses 1, 2, and 4.
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DISMISSAL
A
C

Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God. We go out--Reaching in for the Holy Spirit, Reaching up for God's Grace,
Reaching out with Christ's love.
Amen!
(The words in italics are Zion’s mission statement.)

POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Serving during worship this morning:
Presider: Jon Meister
Lector:
Musician(s): Ann Riesbeck DiClemente, Jerry Gossett
Food fund donations:
Serving during worship next week:
Presider: Jon Meister
Lector:
Musician(s): Ann Riesbeck DiClemente, Jerry Gossett
Food fund donations:

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We welcome our guests and visitors this morning. Please take a moment to speak with Jon, Jerry, or Louise
before you leave. All persons, at Christ’s invitation, are welcome to commune.

CONTACT THE PASTOR

Communications requesting pastoral care should be made directly to Pastor Larry Baker,
(614) 257-8560.

COMING EVENTS AT ZION
SUNDAY DISCUSSIONS BEFORE CHURCH We are
starting Sunday School again. Sort of. We will be
meeting at 9:45 on Sunday mornings to have discussions
about important things. We have started with 1st John.
We are still discussing chapters 1-2. Please come and
bring your Bible and your favorite morning beverage with
you. I am so excited.
OCTOBER 2ND We are celebrating the birth of St
Francis of Assisi. If you have a special pet or plant that you would like to have blessed, please feel free to

bring the plant, a picture, toy, or other objects with you this day. Please stay after the service for a few moments
of fellowship and to talk about your pets.
OCTOBER 16TH we will celebrate World Food Day. More to come.
OCTOBER 23RD Change of Venue. This is the day that we meet at the Senior Center. I am sure that
you are all familiar with the location, we may not realize it. It is the old Plumbing and Heating building next to
the Certified Gas Station. We will have our regular service at long tables. Be
sure to come and join us.
OCTOBER 30TH 5th Sunday at First English. It is an early morning
here at Zion. We meet about 7:15 AM and travel to First English. After we
serve breakfast many of us stay for the service at First English. It is a
wonderful opportunity to join others in the praise of Jesus Christ. Please join
us in this ministry, if not personally, the 3P’s. Pray for us, support us, even if
you cannot participate with us. I don’t participate much but I do what I can from a chair.
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VILLAGE EVENTS...
OCTOBER 22ND will be the annual FALL FESTIVAL. If you would
like to volunteer to help with anything, call Shelton (614) 307-6543 or
Amanda here at the Community Center. The event begins at 6:00 and will
go until 9. There will be a Haunted House, a Haunted Hayride, and FREE
FOOD. They even have a plan for a mechanical bull. My doctor would
have a fit if I tried it, but everyone is welcome to give it a shot.
CELEBRATE WORLD FOOD DAY Help the
village with this Food Drive. They are giving us 2
weeks to gather Food. Let’s all join together

to “Bee the Change”.

PRAYERS

Please keep these people in your prayers: Ann Riesbeck DiClemente, Michael
Koch; Wesley and JoAnn Porter; Nicole
Biler Robinette; Norma Hicks who has been
having some difficulties lately, and all of
those who are suffering from diseases and
their families. Please remember all of our
shut-ins and sick, especially Arlene Castor.
(Does anyone have updates on the Toys.
We have not heard from them for quite a
while).

The address for Michael and the Koch
family is 224 West Romany Loop, Beverly Hills, FL 34465. Michael has
moved to The Grove, a facility that is much closer to his home. You can get
updates from Linda at www.caringbridge.org/ visit/michaelkoch2?fbclid.
Keep all of the Koch’s in your prayers.
If you hear or know of anyone who should be on our Prayer List, please let me know, my number is 614 3986302 lejohn7310@icloud.com
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In September, Hunger Network Ohio continued exploring the advocacy issues related to the ELCA social
statements with a discussion on Criminal Justice Transformation to end hunger. We are grateful for the
partnership with ARCH – a re-entry advocacy and support organization – for their leadership on this issue and
sharing their expertise with all of us. You can view the forum here on our Facebook page. We are also grateful
for Sister Kriss Buss, an ELCA Deacon who currently serves as a prison chaplain for leading a powerful opening
devotional.
Does your congregation want to get involved in supporting our neighbors upon release? Their families? If so,
reach out to Deacon Nick Bates Nick@hungernetohio.com for upcoming opportunities!
Our advocacy in Advent returns! Join the Hunger Network and the Ohio Council of Churches for an advocacy
day on November 29th. Every two years, the final two months of the legislature are filled with a rush of activity,
trying to finish up many good ideas and slow down many bad ones. During this Holy Season of preparation, let
us prepare for a hunger-free Ohio, an Ohio where all receive their daily bread, and justice is done.

FUNDS FOR ZION

Did you know that when you shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7201301, Amazon donates to Zion?
Also, if you have a Kroger card, you can designate Zion to receive a percentage of your grocery expenses. Go
to the service desk to inquire.

REMEMBER SPECIAL FAMILY DAYS/SIGN-UPS

We are asking those who would normally remember special family celebrations by signing the calendar for
flower donations too, instead, donate money in lieu of flowers. The money will go to the food pantry.
Please check the bulletin board behind the door to the office for all of the sign-up sheets for this year. Lectors
and Worship Assistants are also welcome. Thank you so much!

You can find copies of the Directory on the table by the door.
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