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EMAIL FOR WEEK OF 07 August 2022. 
 
 
You could say that this is the beginning of the end. This week is the first Sunday of August, and 
August is the last full month of Summer. Some of us have been going to fairs. I think that there still 
might be time to go to the State Fair. It is definitely winding down. The pool will be closing in a few 
days, school will be starting in a couple of weeks. We should even have a high school football game 
by the beginning of the Ox Roast. Then there is the Ox Roast. Who doesn't look forward to that? 
Funnel Cakes, pies from the Methodist Church, crafts (oh the crafts), and the games of chance. All of 
the community events, the queens and all, the music of so many bands that come to W. Jeff. Some of 
the old bands that we used to listen to when we were growing up in the 60s. And then, Monday we 
get ox roast sandwiches. We always get extras and freeze them so we can have them all month. 
Wow, so much to do in one weekend. So much to eat in one weekend. I have been reminding you all 
for several weeks about the Community Worship Service on Sunday. What a way to start a Sunday, 
worshiping God outside in the World he created.   

Getting back to this month. It is a time for winding down before gearing up for school, for getting last-
minute vacations in before everyone is back to work. It is also a time for going to other festivals, like 
the Brat festival. There are many festivals all over the state of Ohio coming up soon. Tomatoes in 
Reynoldsburg I think, all the Oktoberfests that will go on in September, and don't forget the Pumpkin 
Festival. (I have never been to that one. We were in Circleville the weekend they had it two years 
ago, but not for that.)   

As you are traveling around the state this end of summer and fall, please be careful and safe. 

I guess that I have rambled enough. All the announcements of coming events are in the preview. One 
that I would like to call attention to, is Movie Night. It has finally been scheduled for August 12th. A 
Friday night at the pool. The last pool party of summer. Appropriately, they are showing Finding 
Nemo that night. They will have snacks and drinks. Bring your children and grandchildren out to play 
and splash with Nemo. 

As I said, August is kind of a slow month. We do not have any special surprises coming up. Not from 
me, anyway. Jon may have an idea or two. You never know. We will start off September with a bang, 
more about that later. 

Shalom 

 

 

 
  



2 
 

SUNDAY PREVIEW 
 

August 7, 2022 

 
Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally 
overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life.  Jesus urges us to take care and 
be on guard against all kinds of greed.  We who have died with Christ in Holy 
Baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our 
thinking, seeking the “things that are above.”  To that end we seek the sustenance 
of the Lord’s Supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 
 
 

This Week’s Lessons 
This is an opportunity to read the lessons and study them for this week.  
Often our lessons are taken out of context.  We sometimes need to read what 
came before and/or what came after. 
 

THE LESSONS 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 15: 1-12 
Please be seated. 
 
1After these things the Word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great."  2But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue 
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"  3And Abram said, "You have given me no 
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir."  4But the Word of the LORD came to him, "This 
man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir."  5He brought him outside and 
said, "Look toward Heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them."  Then he said to him, "So shall 
your descendants be."  6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
7Then he said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to 
possess."  8But he said, "O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?"  9He said to him, "Bring me a 
heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon."  
10He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the 
birds in two.  11And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
12As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon 
him.  
 
 
PSALM:  Psalm 33: 1-5, 12-22 
Read responsively. 
 
1Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous; praise is fitting for the upright. 

2Praise the LORD with the lyre; make music for God with a ten-stringed harp. 
3Sing for the LORD a new song; play your instrument skillfully with joyful sounds. 
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4For your word, O LORD, is right, and faithful are all your works. 
5You love righteousness and justice; your steadfast love fills the whole Earth. 

12Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!  Happy the people chosen to be God's heritage! 
13The LORD looks down from Heaven, and sees all humankind. 

14God sits firmly enthroned and watches all who dwell on the Earth. 
15God fashions all their hearts and observes all their deeds. 

16A king is not saved by the size of the army, nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 
17The horse gives vain hope for victory; despite its great strength it cannot save. 

18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, upon those who wait for your steadfast love, 
19to deliver their lives from death, and to keep them alive in time of famine. 

20Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, our helper and our shield. 
21Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy name we put our trust. 

22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, even as we place our hope in you. 
 

 
 

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 11: 1-3, 6-16 
 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  2Indeed, by faith our 
ancestors received approval.  3By faith we understand that the World was prepared by the Word of God, so that 
what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
6And without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would approach him must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those who seek him.  7By faith Noah, warned by God about events as yet unseen, respected 
the warning and built an ark to save his household; by this he condemned the World and became an heir to the 
righteousness that is in accordance with faith. 
8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and 
he set out, not knowing where he was going.  9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as 
in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  10For he 
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  11By faith he received 
power of procreation, even though he was too old — and Sarah herself was barren — because he considered 
him faithful who had promised.  12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were 
born, "as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore." 
13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them.  
They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the Earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it 
clear that they are seeking a homeland.  15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they 
would have had opportunity to return.  16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.  
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
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GOSPEL:  Luke 12: 22-40 
 
22He said to his disciples, "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or about your 
body, what you will wear.   23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.  24Consider the ravens: 
they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them.  Of how much more 
value are you than the birds!   25And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?   26If 
then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest?  27Consider the lilies, how 
they grow: they neither toil nor spin yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 
these.  28But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
how much more will he clothe you — you of little faith!   29And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and 
what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying.  30For it is the nations of the World that strive after all these 
things, and your Father knows that you need them.  31Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things will be 
given to you as well. 
32Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  33Sell your 
possessions, and give alms.  Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in Heaven, 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
35Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their master to return from 
the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.  37Blessed are 
those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them 
sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them.  38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, 
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
39But know this:  if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let 
his house be broken into.  40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour."  
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
A Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 
 

A brief silence  
 
A Let your lovingkindness be upon your Church.  Fill all who proclaim the Gospel with your Spirit.  Equip 

your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty.   Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
A Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation.  Dwell among us and sustain our earthly home.  In 

places of famine, provide nourishment.  In places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of your 
bounty.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
A Let your lovingkindness be upon your World.  Be our helper and our shield in places torn by strife and 

violence especially Ukraine, the Middle East, and Africa.  Raise up courageous leaders to govern with 
compassion and justice.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
A Let your lovingkindness be upon your children.  Look upon all who wait for your steadfast love. 

Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you in suffering, especially Michael, the 
Porters, Niki, Arlene, and those we hold in our hearts.  Help us to trust your promise and not be afraid. 
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
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A Let your lovingkindness be upon this community.  Fashion our hearts to strive for the way of peace. 

Strengthen the outreach ministries of this congregation LSS, First English, Good Samaritan Food Pantry, 
Sufficient Grace, and all who care for those in need.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
A With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you especially Florence 

Nightingale and Clara Maass.  As they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise 
of new life.  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Suggestions  World Hunger, World Health, World Peace 

Child Welfare in Underdeveloped Countries 
Mass shootings and killings in U. S. cities and schools 
Preservation of Environment 

  U. S. Economy 
  Deaths of law officers  
  Ukraine Conflict 

 
P Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through 

Jesus Christ, our Holy Wisdom. 
C Amen. 
 

 

  
 

CONTACT THE PASTOR 
Communications requesting pastoral care should be made directly to Pastor Larry Baker,  
(614) 257-8560.  
 
COMING EVENTS AT ZION  

AUGUST 5-7 St. James 38th Brats and Crafts Festival.  At 5660 Trabue 
Rd., Columbus, you will find the Brat Festival.   It is not to late to go today for a brat 
lunch, 11:30- 4.   There will be German food and beer and live entertainment, 
including an 1860’s era “baseball” game.  Also don’t forget the German Worship 
Service at 2:30 this afternoon. 
SEPTEMBER 4TH The Community Worship service at 9:00 at the park.  Please 
join us if you can and have a donut and a cup of coffee while you worship.  Since we 
are starting at the park, this is a dress down day.  Where what you wish and then come 

to Zion for our 10:30 worship and a special day for us as we celebrate.   
 

VILLAGE EVENTS.. 
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AUGUST 12 Movie night.  It has finally been decided that Movie night will be at the pool on the 12th and 
they will be showing Nemo.  They are going to have snacks and drinks.   
SEPTEMBER 2-4 Ox Roast Weekend.  Come out and enjoy the festivities starting after the Football 
game on Friday through Monday.  Lots to do, lots of ways to spend your money, and a boat-load of fair food to 
meet any fancy.  
SEPTEMBER 3RD  OX ROAST DANCE will be held at Garrett Park.  Come and enjoy the new park 
and enjoy all of the work that has been done.  This will be for all ages.  8-80. Get out your dancing shoes and 
come for fun and laughs. 
OCTOBER 22ND will be the annual FALL FESTIVAL.  If you would like to volunteer to help with 
anything, call Shelton or Amanda here at the Community Center.  Also look for a change of venue for the 
church service on October 23rd.   
 

PRAYERS         
Please keep these people in your prayers:  Michael Koch; Wesley and JoAnn 
Porter; Nicole Biler Robinette; and all of those who are still suffering from 
COVID-19 and their families.   Please remember all of our shut-ins and sick, 
especially Arlene Castor.  We have not heard from the Toys for quite a while.    
 
Please keep Susie, Bryan, and their family in your prayers this week.   If anyone 
would like to communicate with her, her email is susancairnscakes@gmail.com. 
 
The address for Michael and the Koch family is 224 West Romany Loop, Beverly 
Hills, FL 34465.  Michael has moved to The Grove, a facility that is much closer to 

his home.  You can get updates from Linda at www.caringbridge.org/ visit/michaelkoch2?fbclid.  Keep all of 
the Koch’s in your prayers. 
If you hear or know of anyone who should be on our Prayer List, please let me know, my number is 614 398-
6302 lejohn7310@icloud.com   

 

 

 
“God is not unjust; [God] will not overlook your work and the love you showed for 

[God’s] sake in serving the saints, as you still do” (Hebrews 6:10). 
Dear friend, 
You may have seen the distressing news about flash flooding in eastern Kentucky.  A line of severe 
storms dumped record amounts of rain on the area, overflowing rivers and creeks onto streets and 
neighborhoods.  The floodwaters rose in the middle of the night from July 27 to 28, leaving people 
little time to evacuate.  I’m writing to you today because, to respond, we need your help.   These 
severe floods are not limited to Kentucky.  There has also been flooding in Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, 
West Virginia and other states in the region.   At the time of writing this note, the death toll in 

mailto:susancairnscakes@gmail.com
http://www.caringbridge.org/%20visit/michaelkoch2?fbclid
mailto:lejohn7310@icloud.com
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fusflooding2022&srcid=310063&srctid=1&erid=394d83ed-36fe-4972-93ad-13e5edbbff54&trid=394d83ed-36fe-4972-93ad-13e5edbbff54
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response&srcid=310063&srctid=1&erid=394d83ed-36fe-4972-93ad-13e5edbbff54&trid=394d83ed-36fe-4972-93ad-13e5edbbff54
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https://community.elca.org/usflooding2022&srcid=310063&srctid=1&erid=394d83ed-36fe-4972-93ad-13e5edbbff54&trid=394d83ed-36fe-4972-93ad-13e5edbbff54
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ERmQyJXP&id=D6229DB98B5622A6BDCBC94FB5282A17A30A2D52&q=bing+christian+clipart/prayer&simid=608044014757151273&selectedIndex=26


7 
 
Kentucky was at 16 people, and more deaths are expected as search and rescue efforts continue.  
Though hundreds of people have been rescued, the number of people missing is still unknown.  
Rising waters have damaged infrastructure, including roads, bridges and power lines, which hinders 
rescue efforts.  The flooding has damaged hundreds of homes and other buildings and disrupted the 
lives of families. 
The survivors of the flooding need your support.  Your gifts to "U.S. Flooding" will be used in 
full (100%) to assist those affected by the record-setting rainfall.  
As the waters recede and the full scope of the damage is assessed, Lutheran Disaster Response will 
work with the Indiana-Kentucky Synod and local community partners to focus on long-term needs.  
There are several ELCA churches in the impacted area, and we continue to be in communication with 
them.  We anticipate our response to include rebuilding homes, replacing lost household items and 
providing emotional and spiritual care to survivors.  We will also continue to accompany survivors of 
the December 2021 tornadoes in western Kentucky. 
We pray that God’s presence will be felt amid suffering and bring comfort to those who are hurting.  
Together, we can show our neighbors in Kentucky that they are not alone.  Thank you for your 
partnership. 
In Christ’s service, 

 
The Rev. Daniel Rift 
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response Fund  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
FUNDS FOR ZION 
Did you know that when you shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7201301, Amazon donates to Zion? 
Also, if you have a Kroger card, you can designate Zion to receive a percentage of your grocery expenses.   Go 
to the service desk to inquire. 
 
If you need a new Directory, contact me in one of the usual ways and I will add it to the mailing 
that week. 
 
I would love to have more hymn picks (I have none) to choose from 
week-to-week.  Please let me know which of your favorite hymns you 
would like to have us sing.  We are looking at Gathering and Sending.   
 
(If you wish to sign up for food on the Altar or service assistant for a particular 
Sunday and are not going to be here to do so, let me know via email, text, or 
messenger, and I will sign you up for that Sunday.) 
 

Hope to see you soon. 
 

God bless you all this week. 
  

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fusflooding2022&srcid=310063&srctid=1&erid=394d83ed-36fe-4972-93ad-13e5edbbff54&trid=394d83ed-36fe-4972-93ad-13e5edbbff54
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fusflooding2022&srcid=310063&srctid=1&erid=394d83ed-36fe-4972-93ad-13e5edbbff54&trid=394d83ed-36fe-4972-93ad-13e5edbbff54
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=JY11A2HZ6P5O&K=3P52FMSV2QKHU&M=urn:rtn:msg:20191029140455453355aad5f84c2090c93cab1500p0na&R=4ZEJLYEO8INF&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-7201301&H=TTAGPASIONOZTWGGN2CNO6TJCU4A
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Have no fear, little flock;  
have no fear, little flock,  

for the Father has chosen  
to give you the kingdom;  
have no fear, little flock! 

 

Praise the Lord high above;  
praise the Lord high above,  

for he stoops down to heal you,  
uplift  and restore you;  

praise the Lord high above! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thankful hearts raise to God;  
thankful hearts raise to God,  
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for he stays close beside you, 
 in all things works with you;  
thankful hearts raise to God! 


