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From the Pastor’s Dcsk:

Januarg 1. Time to hit the reset button. A time when we evaluate our lives
and the year that hasjust gone 139. Time to evaluate things we would like
to change about ourselves and things we would like to do for ourselves. It
is a time to make Plans and set goals for ourselves for the year to come.
Eat better. Exercise more. Lose weight. Read more. Spencl less.
Volunteer more. SPcncl more clualitg time with Familg and friends. Live life

well.

Big Plansl But then, life haPPens. The busyness of life. Accountabilities.
Responsibili’cies. ExPectations and demands of others. Soon our best of
intentions are tossed by the wagside. Studies show that 80% of New

Year’s resolutions are done bg F‘ebruarg) and that onlg 8% tru19 come to

pass. Whg?

Small failures on our Paths to good things are not overcome and derail
our intent. Too many goals are set, often too high, without smaller
progress being taken into effect. You can’t c]ui’c sugar hcyou’ve never even
taken smaller stePs to moderate your diet! Poor focus. Magbe wejust

dream more than we actua”9 Plan.

Or Perhaps it's because we still view ourselves as being in control of our
own selves. In control of any change and progress we can make within our
lives. It’s all up to us, right? Too Frcquentlg, we fail to recognize that God
is at work within us and that He is in charge of the process and the




Z.io n Luth eran progress. We are rcsPonsible for our response. That's whg it becomes
highly misguided of us to set our own timelines for our growth. In chapter
I"l h ghly misg) g P
Churc 18 of the book of Jcremiah, we read that He is the Potter, we are the clag.
It’s not the other way around. PcrhaPs our real goals should be more
M Ission Sta tement about how we can create space for God to work in our lives — how we can

rcsPond to His molcling and rccognize that we are, wc”) the clag.
“RC‘HCAI/"IE in [OI‘ i’/)C HO(g As we look forward to what 2018 may bring, don’tjus’c rush to setting
SIDI/I‘I,t, Reach/ng UID ICOI‘ goals. Talk with God first. Who does God want youto be, but you have
GOd’S Grace, Reac/ﬁng yetto become? What one thing could you doinincrease your enjogment

£ 75/7 C/) st's | ” of God? Which sPiritual clisciplinc do you want to increase and what will

outwi st s Love. you do about it? What one thing may you do this year to enrich the
sPiritual lcgacg you will leave to children and grandchilclren?
Vision Statement

Ask 9oursclves these qucs’cions. Then value your responses in making

them a commitment throughout the year. With Pragcncul consideration,
SCCklhg to share the love focus and patience, recognize that God is indeed busg within your lives.
O)[JCSUS C/)I‘I:Si'. ResPond to His ca”ing. Adapt to His will for your life. May his presence

be felt c]ai|9 within your fives. May His love be known to you and may you

share that love with all those you meet.

Core Values
Blcssings fora glorious new year.

Share the sacraments; Jon
Share God’s love; B o
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WELCA Mccfing

There will be a mecting immecliate|9 after church on January 28. hcgou
are interested in restarting WELCA, Plcasejoin us!




Happy
Birthda y!

Donald Brooks
Richard Woods
Barbara Woods
Maxine Taglor
Zach Mahon
Matthew Johnston
Doralee Wendell
l_gdia Feddern
Steve Lutz
Louise Johnston
Dick Fogt

Heidi Gregory
Terry Taglor
Pegton Murray
Jerrg Gossett
Tom Mahon
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I:ebruary Anniversaries

*  George and Doralee Wende”, February 4+
*  Steve and Anne Marie Lutz, Februar9 19

Souper Bowl Suna’ay — Fcbruary +

No matter what team you suPPort, Please help suPPort those who are in
need. We'll be co”ccting soup cans that will goto the Good Samaritan
Food Pantry, and we'll also be gathcring donations of money in the big
SOUPER BOWL cauldrons that will be sent to Lutheran Social Services.

Let’'s go TEAM ~ helping wiPc out hungcrl Thanks for your suPPort!

Ash chncsa’ay

Ash Weclncscla9 is on Fcbruary 14 this year. There will be a service at
Zion at 7:00 pm that clag. Information about other Lenten services at area
churches will be announced soon, for those who wish to attend. Midweek
service schedules for St Paul’s in New Rome, Resurrection Lutheran in
Hilliard, and St John’s in London will be included.

Da i/y Pra yers:

Please kceP these People in your prayers: Esther Mae Baker, Al Bausch,
Don Brooks, Sonia Chafin, and Carol schiff.




