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From the Pastor’s Desk:

“All Are Welcome”

The sign beside the main entrance Facing Main St. on the near-east
side of Columbus reads “All are welcome”. 1t's a sign that ac’cua”g
appears Iarger than the name on the building itself, First Eng!ish
Lutheran Church.

It was APril 2017. ltwas a mee’cing of the redevelopment team, a
group of about 8 individuals that I’ICIP lead outreach ministries and
programs at First Englisn Members include rePresentatives from
partner churches and even some individuals in the local
neigl’:borhood. In discussing the needs of the surrounding
communitg and ways for the church to give aid in the name of Jesus,
yours truly Presented an off-the-wall idea. “W}‘ng dor’t we cnange
the name of the church? First English? It means no’cl’xing to the
PeoPIe within this communi’cg. TI’ICH dor’t relate to Lutheran
neritage, so how can theg assume the church can relate to theirs?
This neig}‘nborlﬁood s overwhelminglg minoritg now. It wasn’t in the
late 1800’s. The sign at the door that everyone sees reads “All are
Welcome”. Wl’xy not cnange the name to “All Are Welcome
(Evangelicab Lutheran Church?? The idea was well received,

CSPCCia”H bg tl’IC members 1Crom the neigl’uborhood W}"IO COﬂCUY’FCd.
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Two weeks later | received a text from Pastor Bob Abrams from the
Sgnod office. He wanted to talk to me. “Uh-oh” was my first
thought. Must be in trouble for that name change comment. Guess
it wasn’t such a well-received idea after all! well, that wasn’t the

reason for his ca”, my call at Zion was the reason. Now that’s an

off-the-wall idea!

But all are welcome indeed at First Eng]ish. Last week, the church
granted sanctuary to Miriam Vargas, a Honduran reFugee living in
the U.S. since 2005 to flee gang violence in her native land. Sheis
the mother of 2, ages 5 and 9, who are U.S. citizens ]:)3 their birth in
the states. On June 25, Miriam met with local ICE officials, who
informed her that her legal status would not be granted and that
she must return to Honduras bg Wednesdag. On Tuesday, she and
her gamilg moved into First Englisl’x. The congregation, led bg
Pastor Sa”y Padget’c, had aPProved this action two weeks Prior.
While Vargas continues to work with an attorney to obtain Iegalized
status in America, she recognizes that for the time being she cannot

leave the safetg Providecl by the church.

Pastor Sa”y said, “You alwags have some trePiclation; you dor’t like
making PeoPle angry. | hate that the country is so divisive, but you
gettoa Point where churches have to decide who theg are and

what t]'xey’re about. We have to live this out.”

We have to live this out. We all do. 1t doesn’t matter that the border
is more than 1500 miles away. 44 PeoPle have soug}‘nt sanctuary in
churches inthe U.S. and only North Carolina (6) has more than
Ohio »). This isn’t a “border thing”. This isn’t somethingt]ﬂatjust
concerns otl‘:ers) and isn’t in our neigl’uborhood or communitg. Itis.
We are called bg Jesus to love our neighbor. We are called bg Jesus
to reach out to those in need. All of those in need. Citizen or not.
All are welcome to Himjust us He welcomes each of us. And People

SI’IOUId bC WC!COT\‘ICd by each OF us as WC“

As the walls that separate nations are being built, those same
materials may be used to build bridges. Bridges to reach others
rather than keep them out. Bridges to helP those leave one Point
of life filled with desl:)eration and fear to reach a Place of sage’cy
and Ioving support. Bridges to Provicﬂe ways out of poverty,
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instead of keeping families traPPed ina cgcle of Povertg for

generations to come.

These are difficult times in our country. Butat the end of the day,
the sgmbol that most represents freedom for Christians is not an
eagle ora ﬂag. It's a cross. And it’s the cross that has freed each
and every one of us. Citizen or not. Black or white. Rich or poor.
We have to live this out. 1t's what He did for us and what we are

ca”ed to do 1Cor a”.
E)lessings,

Jon

Hopc you all had a
Happy Fourth of Ju{g!

ot

Congratu/atfons Graduate!

Congratulations to Andrew Weber, who graduated from West
Jefferson High School in May. Andrew will be attending Miami
University in the fall. He’ll be majoring in Political Science, and he’s
Planning to continue on to law school afterwards. Good luck to

Andrew in his future Plansl




Church Picnic - August 19

Karen and Don Brooks are I’lostinga Picnic after church on
Sunclag, August 19 at their home. Please bringa side dish or

dessert to share.

Tl’ley have a lake where you can fish for blue gi” or take a sPin in
the Paddle boa’c, kagak, or canoe (liFe preservers are mandatorg

and suPPIied)!

CarPooling is available if People want to share a ride. Would love to

see CVCYHOHC there~should bC a great aﬂernoon O‘F FC”OWSI’HP]

Breakfast Bunch

The Breakfast Bunch continues to meet on the first Saturdag of
every month at 8:30 at Der Dutchman. Evergone is welcome! Join us
fora good breakfast and good Fe”owship. Next breakfast get-
together will be on Julg 7!

@)
-

©

Da i/y Pra yers:

Please kceP these People in your prayers: Esther Mae Baker) Al Bausch,
Don Brooks, Dortha Feddcrn, Susan Maggarcl, Bernie Brister, George
Wendel and Carol schiff.




