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From the Pastor’s Dcsk:

Do we R63”9 Care What Simon Sags?

Jama big fan of Pastor and author Francis Chan. He has a remarkable
sense to use vivid ever9d39 examples in life to express the calling that

Jesus has ‘FOF all O1C us. Here is one SUC"] example:

We are all familiar with the children’s game “Simon Says”. Of course, its
ace is a bit too slow for children now. You know, there isn’t an app for

playing it (at least I don’t think there is).
“Simon says, jump up and down.”
“Simon says pat your head.”

“Now jump up and down again.”

Ok, you and you, you’rc out. 1didn’t say “Simon sags.” We all know that
we do what Simon says, and if Simon doesn’t say to do it, then we don’t.

Or we’re out.

So when Jesus says (Follow me, love your neighbor, g0 and make

disciples, ...), what do we do?

Honestlg, when we read His words of what we are to clo) I don’t think we
follow him as we would Simon. we wi||ing|9 aclcnowleclge that theg are not
on|9 as valid todag) but absolutely need to be followed bg all of us and
those throughout the world. But do we? Follow them, I mean. Ordo we
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tend to memorize those verses, magbe highlight them in our Bible so we
know where to look the next time? Maybe we “like” a Facebook Pos’c. We
may even seek the oPPortunitg to follow Him soon alcter, but tomorrow
and the day amcter, we”, we’re back to where we started. Whg is that?

As | type this message, it seems as though sPring may Fina”g be here. And
with the last frost Hopcfung behind us, many of us will begin to Plan out
our flower and vege’cablc garclens and landscaping Projccts around our
homes. Nurseries, Lowe’s and Home DePo’c will be hoPPing crazy with
flocks rushing to bU9 equipmcnt, mulch, bags and seeds. We will Plan
according to the size and shape of the grouncl to Plant seeds. We will
combine Flowcrs, Plants and bushes in a well thought out Plan so that we
achieve not only the “look” we are !ooking 1Cor, but one that the ncighbors
will envg! Then in the clags, weeks and months to Fo“ow, we will care for
and nurture those Plants 50 thcg can grow. Water, shade) Fertilizer, weed
control ... all so we can make conclitionsjust right for our Plants to grow

according to our Plaﬂ.

What about His Plans’? The truth is, conditions can never be made “ust
right” for us to begin Planting His seeds. Something will almost alwags be
in the way. The Pemcect situation may never Present itself to allow us the
courage and conviction to follow His command to make disciples. We
aren’t read9 and don’t know what to do to Plant His seeds. We may never

be able to trulg nurture His seeds once theg’ve been Plantecl, 50 whg trg?

That's ok. Conditions don’t have to be Pergcct for His seeds to grow.
The soil doesn’t have to bejus’c right. Thcy won’t need to worry about
being among the weeds nor will theg need our water to make them grow.
He nurtures the clailg walk of each of us. There are weeds around us
every clag, yet we continue to grow in His love. We all continue to grow
cleansed 139 His baPtismal water. He grows the seeds regardlcss of how

or when theg are Plantecl te) long as WE Plant them.

So aswe Find ourselvcs at the nursery the next time Picking outa Plant (or
wherever we may find ourselves), extend the love of Jesus to the person
at the regjster or in the aisle next to you. Aswe put our Plants in the
trunk or back seat of our car and start to drive away, and see the person
as we leave the Parking lot holdinga sign that says “homclcss, need hclp

U Stop. Give that person a few moments of your time (and dollars or
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food and water if you have thcm, too). Give them your time and talk to
them) and better 9et, let them talk to you and be heard. Can you imagine
a life in which no one sPcaks to you, yet so many have alrcacly formed

oPinions o{:gou?

Use those evergclag moments tha’c we are given to Plan’c ’che seeds. His
seeds. Not because | said so. Not even because Simon says. But because
Jesus says.

blcssings,

Jon

Congratu/atfons Graduate!

Congratulations to Daniel Hadidon, who graduated from Ohio Northern
Uni\/ersi’cg with a Bachelors of Science in Business Administration:

Marketing major. Good luck to Daniel in all his future Plansl

May and June Anniversaries

« Rod and Denise Edwards — June 2

+ Richard and Barbara Woods — June 8
«  Ward and Lisa Weber — June 15

¢ Terry and Susie Taylor —June 18

+  John and Janis Murrag —June 19

« Jimand Lori Feddern — June 21




(Jpcoming Dates of Importancc

Mag [B) Ascension Sundag, Mother’s Dag
Mon| Tue |Wed| Thr | Fri | Sat [Sun
1]2]3]4 Mag 20 Pentecost
5 6 7 8 9 10 | 11 3
1213 14| 15| 16 | 17| 18 Magls Memorial Dag
19]20]21]22]23] 2425 June 17 Father’s Day
26|27 (28|29 30

The Breakfast Bunch

The Breakfast Bunch meets on the first Saturdag of each month. Please
join us at 8:30 am at Der Dutchman in Plain Cit9 fora goocl breakfast and
Fc“owsl—lip. The next Breakfast Bunch date will be Satu rclag » May 5.

Funds for Zion

Next time Hou’re shopping online, you may want to know that Amazon has

a program that will send funds to your favorite c]ﬁaritg. Instead of

shopping at Amazon, go to Amazonsmile at smile.amazon.com. There’s no
cost to customers for this.
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Dai(g Praycrs:

Please keeP these People in your prayers: Esther Mae Baker, Al Bausch,
Don Brooks, Dortha l‘cddcrn, and Carol schiff.




