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From the Pastor’s Dcsk:

“To progress is alwags to begin again.” This quote bg Martin Luther sums
up the season of celebrating the 500th anniversarg of the Remcormation,
and quite Franklg, sums up our societ9 and church as we know it toclag.
We are constant|9 Facing change from all fronts. Social pressures,

Political agendas, and economic stressors are seeminglg at every turn.

The same holds true for Zion Lutheran Church. 2016 has proven to be
quite the year of change within this congregation. The church builcling
has been sold. No ]onger can we have ministries or events throughout the
weck. Sundags on|9 (at least on the insicle). We have had members move
on, some to other churches and some who we will celebrate on All Saints
dag this Sundag. Pastoral turnover has led to my arrival here, a SAM
(Sgnod Authorized Minister). And that Puts us all at the beginning stages

omc 96’5 more change.
How can we grow with these cha”engcs at hand?

Throughout all change) the gospel must be the focus for this

congregation — both as individuals and as a congrcga’cion. We must be

Fu”g present and centered on Jesus and His work. We must engage our
collective efforts in Praise for Him in reaching out to a community in much
need. We havejust bcgun to discuss outreach into West Jeﬂcerson, and
over the next few months more discussions will take Place and more

oPPortunities will arise. Which will be “best” for us? Where will our talents
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and Passion direct us? Hones’clg, I cannot say quite yet. Bbut for certain,
the gospel must be at the heart of our efforts. Through thought{:ul
prayer and faith, we will be guided in our efforts to do God’s work in West
Jefferson. Will there be mistakes or setbacks? Certainlg. But I will g!adly
accept failure in any endeavor we pursue as long as we keep Christ as the

main direction for our efforts.

Itis commonly referred to as Merton’s Prayer. Origina119 within the pages
of his book “Thoughts in Solitude” written in 1958 bg Thomas Merton, it is
a contemplativc prayer that reflects his uncertainty within what is “the
best way”. but ’chrough the uncertaint9 the assurance that the chosen
Path ofa person or congregation is indeed the “right way” with Jesus at
the heart of the efforts being made. Pray this prayer. Pray it for gourselxc,
for others and for Zion. Pray that the desire to Please God does in fact
Plcase God. And in cloing s0, Zion will create an imPac’c for this community
in the name of Christ to be felt 139 all. Are you reac]g to make some

changes? Jam!

“Mg Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road
ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nordo' rea”y
know mgsehc, and the fact that I think 1 am {:o”owing Your will does not
mean that | am actua”g doing so. But ! believe that the desire to Pleasc
You does in fact Please You. And | hope I have that desire in all 1 am
cloing. I hopc that | will never do anything apart from that desire. And |
know that if 1 do this You will lead me bg the right road though ! may know
nothing about it. Therefore, 1 will trust in You alwags though I may seem to
be lost and in the shadow of death. 1will not {:ear, for You are ever with

me, and you will never leave me to face my Perils alone.”
blcssings,

Jon
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All saints Day

We will celebrate All saints Day on Sunclag, November 5. There will be
an oPPor’cuni’cg during the service to come forward and ligl'u’c a candle for
those in our lives who have died in Christ, and to lift up our loved ones in
prayer. Please feel free to Iight a candle for those of our congregation we

have lost this year.
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Looking Ahead:

e Nov 5 ~-- All Saints Sundag

e Novli9-- Thankoxc{:ering Service

e Dec 3--First Sund39 of Advent

¢ Dec 25 -- Christmas

¢ Dec?l-- Fifth Sunda9 candle service

Happy Annivcrsary!

¢ Pete and Malenie Hadidon — November 10
e Richard and Jodg Taglor — November 22
e Johnand Sandg Balderson -~ December 5




Breakfast Bunch

The Breakfast Bunch continues to meet on the first Sa’curclag of every
month at 8:50 at Der Dutchman. Everyone is welcome! Join us for a good
breakfast and good {:c”owship as well. UPcoming dates for the Breakfast
Bunch are November 4 and December 2.

Da i{g Pra yers:

Please kceP these People in your prayers: Esther Mae Baker, Al Bausch,
Maljorie Barry, Don Brooks, Richard Woo&s, and Carol schiff.




